DISEASE    AND    ART

bubo in the groin, but this had the value of a symbol and was a
mere attribute. The saint otherwise does not appear as a man
prostrated by a deadly disease. There are pictures of the plague
by Raphael and particularly by Baroque artists. As a rale they rep-
resent mass scenes, with people dying in the streets and others flee-
ing terror-stricken. It is the social and psychological aspect of the
disease that appears on such paintings rather than its physical
symptoms.

The influence of the plague on art manifested itself much more
strongly in a totally different way. It was a great stimulation. An
epidemic of plague in a community was a stirring collective experi-
ence. At such a time people made vows, to be fulfilled when the
plague was over by erecting altars to St. Sebastian and St. Roch,
or by building votive churches like Santa Maria della Salute in
Venice. Many Baroque churches were built all over Europe as a
result of such vows. In Austria the plague gave rise to a special
kind of monument, the plague columns, Pestsdulen. The best
known is that in Vienna, dedicated to the Holy Trinity. It was
built of Salzburg marble, in the years 1687-1693, by Fischer von
Erlach, following sketches of the architect and theatrical engineer
Burnacini, in fulfillment of a vow made during the plague of
1679. The same type of columns can be found in Baden, Heiligen-
kreuz and a number of other Austrian towns. They are among the
most striking expressions of the South German Baroque.

While leprosy and plague were two major subjects, there were
other abnormal conditions of the human body that attracted the
artists. Velasquez and other painters of the Spanish school never
wearied of picturing all conceivable varieties of idiots, and they
did it so realistically that in most cases it is possible to diagnose
the kind of idiocy represented. The Dutch painters of the 17th cen-
tury reveled in reproducing everyday life with all its joys and
miseries. Their pictures are full of. good and rich food, strong
drinks, dances, merriment and fist fights. Ailments of heart and
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